Minutes: FAENOR COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING, 15th September 2025
	Present:
	Cllr CGB Simpson (Chair)
Cllr John Roberts
Cllr Duncan Tibbit
Cllr George Holloway



1) Apologies for absence: 	Cllr Martin Jones
2) Disclosures of interest: 
Cllr D Tibbit: Waunfawr Community Association (WFCA)
Cllr J Roberts: Commins Coch Community Association (CCCA)
3) To confirm the minutes of the July 2025 meeting: there was a mistake in the final paragraph of minute 4. It should have read: “Cll J Roberts has written to Ceredigion County Council planning officers to check on the status of these developments.”
With this correction, the minutes were accepted. Acceptance proposed by Cllr Tibbit and seconded by Cllr Holloway.
4) Matters arising from the minutes
a) Grit Bins (minute 4): Cllr Roberts requested that this item be held over until the next meeting. Ceredigion County Council has not yet published its rota for road gritting, nor any information on gritting routes.
Arising from this discussion, it was noted that the newly completed active travel paths were surfaced with soft tarmac. It was felt that these would be susceptible to icing over whenever we had a frost; and in view of the steep gradients in several areas, these will therefore constitute a significant risk to local residents unless there is an effective gritting programme in place. The clerk will be asked to contact Ceredigion Council Highways Department to find out whether they are aware of this risk, and what they have planned to mitigate it.
b) Report on July One Voice Wales meeting (minute 6): Cllr Simpson reported that the reason for the delay was that the meeting minutes had not yet been circulated. He will circulate a summary once the draft minutes are available.
c) Waste collection (minute 11): as the clerk is still waiting for a written quotation, this matter will be held over until the next meeting.
d) Tree Audit Maesceinion Park (minute 12): the Council was minded to support the bid for £2,000; but no vote was taken because, after Cllr Tibbit declared his interest, the remaining three councillors would no longer be quorate. We will revisit this topic at the next meeting when we hope to have all five Councillors in attendance.
e) Biodiversity (minutes 13 & 14): the report on biodiversity from Arbcore has been circulated. The Council was happy for Cllr Simpson to represent them at the next meeting of the Waunfawr Community Association when, hopefully, a way forward can be agreed between the Association and Faenor Community Council. Cllrs Simpson and Tibbit will also arrange to walk round the area before that joint meeting to consider the suggested actions in situ.
5) 
Planning Matters: it was noted that very few planning applications had been received over two months. Cllr Tibbit thought that he had seen a reference to a change in Ceredigion Council policy such that Community Councils would need to look at the planning portal to see if there were any planning applications, rather than being automatically informed by planning. Cllr Roberts did not think there had been any such change. He noted that the number of applications across the whole county was well down on previous years.
6) Correspondence: nothing to report apart from One Voice Wales e-mails which had all been circulated to Councillors by the clerk.
7) Reports from Representation on Outside Bodies: no meetings over the summer to report.
8) Bills Paid & Accounts:
Bills Paid since the July meeting
	Peter Hemming1
	712.00

	Clerk expenses (detailed in the July meeting minutes)
	213.72

	Pay
	532.76

	HMRC PAYE
	170.54

	Bank Charges
	12.00

	Total Paid
	£1,641.02



Note 1: Peter Hemming has been asked to submit separate invoices for different jobs, but is yet to comply.
Clerk expenses claim, September 2005
	Travel
	Notice Boards visit: 28m@45ppm
	12.60
	

	
	Post Office visit for Audit: 8m@45ppm 
	3.60
	

	Travel claim subtotal
	16.20

	Postage (tracked/next day)
	14.04

	Total expenses claim
	£30.25



Council Bank Balances as of 30/09/25
	HSBC: 80649325
	0.00

	HSBC: 61365479
	0.00

	Unity Trust
	25,272.72

	Total cash at bank
	£25,272.72


The Council noted the payments made and the bank balance; and agreed unanimously to pay the clerk’s expenses claim.
9) Grit Bins: (see minute 4a above).
-------------------- end minutes --------------------
Post-script
In view of the fairly lengthy period of sick leave from his main employment which the clerk has had to take, Cllr Simpson was asked to discuss with the clerk whether we needed to initiate our own check on whether the clerk could continue to fulfil all of his current duties.
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